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State Department of Education/Public Instruction 
COVID-19 Information/Guidance on School Closures and Reopening 

As states reopen, reassessing the impact of COVID-19 while maintaining community safety and health is 
paramount. While most state departments of education and public instruction have published reopening 
frameworks, it’s still too early to determine which options will be selected at this time, as plans change 
weekly based on the number of COVID-19 cases within a state. When and how a district will reopen vary 
and are largely determined by local district, board of education and health authorities.  

At end May, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released reopening guidance for 
schools and daycares. In addition to state guidance, other considerations include: state and local public 
health mandates, state and community COVID-19 data, and implementing safety measures to protect 
students, families, and school personnel.  

To date, 50 states and the District of Columbia have released full, partial or draft guidance for districts on 
reopening in the fall – only the District of Columbia has yet to release guidance. Two states, Hawaii, 
Rhode Island, and the District of Columbia, released unified SY20-21 calendars. Several states, such as 
California and New Mexico, and other districts will start the school year virtually, while others have hybrid 
and/or in-person plans in place. Districts continue to modify reopening plans as state status’ and plans 
change.  

Under recent discussion is the status of high sports and other extra-curricular activities, with several 
states delaying the fall season opening.  For the current list, visit the National Federation of State High 
School Associations (NFHS) website.   
 
As state and local officials continue to monitor and manage the crisis, one thing is evident, adapting to 
this ‘new normal’’ continues to be a challenge for all.  
 
The situation changes rapidly, and we try our best to maintain the information and links. Please visit your state department of 
education and local school district websites for the most current information.  
 
 

Updated info 
 

Federal and Education Organizations 
 
U.S. Department of Education COVID-19 Information and Resources 
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus 

• What Congressional COVID Funding Means for K-12 Schools (Updated 7/22/20) 
 
Pacific Disaster Center – COVID-19 Global Pandemic Dashboard (6/25/20) 

• US Status (8/6/20) *Worldwide data by country also posted  
• As of August 6, 41 states have some type of mandated mask requirement in place. 

 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

• Considerations for Schools (5/19/20) https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html 

• Schools and Childcare Programs: Plan, Prepare, and Respond (7/24/20) 
 
Education Commission of the States (7/29/20) 

• COVID-19 Update: State Policy Responses and Other Executive Actions to the Coronavirus in 
Public Schools 

 

https://www.nfhs.org/articles/sports-seasons-modifications-update/
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus
https://www.future-ed.org/what-congressional-covid-funding-means-for-k-12-schools/
https://www.future-ed.org/what-congressional-covid-funding-means-for-k-12-schools/
https://www.pdc.org/wp-content/uploads/PDC_COVID-19_NEMA_06AUG2020.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
https://www.ecs.org/covid-19-update/
https://www.ecs.org/covid-19-update/
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College Board Corona Virus Updates (6/30/20)  
• Advanced Placement (AP) Testing and Exams 
• SAT and PSAT Coronavirus Testing 

 
International Baccalaureate COVID-19 (Updated 7/21/20): https://bit.ly/2AhbFXu 
 
National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS)  

• Updated Guidance for Fall (5/19/20) 
• Status of State Association Activity Restrictions (5/26/20) 
• NFHS Releases Guidelines for Return to High School Marching Band Activities (6/9/20) 
• High schools push ahead for fall football amid pandemic (6/22/20 9:29am)  
• Status of State Association Activity Restrictions (6/22/20) 
• Fall 2020 Guidance for Music Education (6/22/20) 
• NFHS Performing Arts COVID-19 Resources (6/29/20) 
• NFHS Sports Medicine Position Statements and Guidelines (7/9/20) 
• NFHS Performing Arts CVID-19 Resources (8/3/20) 
• Sports Seasons Modification Update (8/10/20)  

 
 

 
 

State Department of Education Webpages and Information 
 
Alabama 

• State DOE: https://www.alsde.edu/covid-19 
• Alabama State Superintendent Eric Mackey unveils schools reopening plans for fall 2020 

(6/26/20 12:31pm) 
o Governor (Ivey) created a Task Force focused on expanding broadband access  

• Roadmap for Reopening Schools 
• AHSAA Releases Best Practices Document and Fall Sports Rule Modifications (7/23/20) 
• Alabama schools reopening: What we know so far about coronavirus and kids (8/10/20) 

 
Alaska 

• State DOE: https://education.alaska.gov/safeschools/infectiousdisease 
• Alaska’s Smart Start for K-12 Schools and Framework 
• ASAA COVID-19 Resources  
• Alaska school reopening plans left to districts as state orders 150,000 face masks (7/23/20) 

 
Arizona  

• State DOE: https://www.azed.gov/communications/2020/03/10/guidance-to-schools-on-covid-19/ 
• Department of Education Releases Guidance for Reopening Arizona schools (6/1/20 11:20am) 
• Roadmap for Reopening Schools 
• AIA Sets Preliminary Fall Sports Plans to Finish High School Seasons on Time (7/10/20, 3:02 

PM) 
• No Arizona county meets criteria for reopening classrooms as AZDHS releases benchmarks 

(8/7/20) 
 
Arkansas 

• State DOE: http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/communications/covid-19-information 
• Arkansas Back-to-School Playbook 
• Arkansas school districts must stay open for onsite learning 5 days a week (8/5/20) 

 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students
https://pages.collegeboard.org/sat-covid-19-updates
https://bit.ly/2AhbFXu
https://bit.ly/2AhbFXu
https://www.nfhs.org/media/3812287/2020-nfhs-guidance-for-opening-up-high-school-athletics-and-activities-nfhs-smac-may-15_2020-final.pdf
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/status-of-state-association-activity-restrictions/
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/nfhs-releases-guidelines-for-return-to-high-school-marching-band-activities/
https://kfgo.com/2020/06/22/high-schools-push-ahead-for-fall-football-amid-pandemic/
https://nfhs.org/articles/status-of-state-association-activity-restrictions/
https://nfhs.org/articles/fall-2020-guidance-for-music-education/
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/performing-arts-covid-19-resources/
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/performing-arts-covid-19-resources/
https://www.nfhs.org/sports-resource-content/nfhs-sports-medicine-position-statements-and-guidelines/
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/performing-arts-covid-19-resources/
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/sports-seasons-modifications-update/
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/performing-arts-covid-19-resources/
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/performing-arts-covid-19-resources/
https://www.alsde.edu/covid-19
https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/news/education/2020/06/26/al-students-back-to-school-fall-2020-plans-alabama-eric-mackey-coronavirus/3249484001/
https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/news/education/2020/06/26/al-students-back-to-school-fall-2020-plans-alabama-eric-mackey-coronavirus/3249484001/
https://www.alsde.edu/Documents/Roadmap%20for%20Reopening%20Schools%20June%2026%202020.pdf#search=roadmap
https://www.ahsaa.com/2020-Fall-Sports-Rules-Modifications
https://www.al.com/news/2020/08/alabama-schools-reopening-what-we-know-so-far-about-coronavirus-and-kids.html
https://education.alaska.gov/safeschools/infectiousdisease
https://education.alaska.gov/news/COVID-19/Alaska%20Smart%20Start%202020%20Framework%20Guidance.pdf
https://aasb.org/wp-content/uploads/Alaska%E2%80%99s-%E2%80%98Smart-Start-2020%E2%80%99-for-K-12-Schools-DRAFT-Framework-Guidance4.pdf
https://asaa.org/covid-19/
https://www.ktuu.com/2020/07/24/alaska-school-reopening-plans-left-to-districts-as-state-orders-150000-face-masks/
https://www.azed.gov/communications/2020/03/10/guidance-to-schools-on-covid-19/
https://www.abc15.com/news/state/department-of-education-releases-guidance-for-reopening-arizona-schools
https://files.constantcontact.com/cbebfe4e101/c74d6758-a584-4aeb-af41-72e111346f9f.pdf
https://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/high-school/2020/07/10/aia-sets-preliminary-fall-sports-plan-finish-seasons/5417743002/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/high-school/2020/07/10/aia-sets-preliminary-fall-sports-plan-finish-seasons/5417743002/
https://www.12news.com/article/news/education/no-arizona-county-meets-criteria-for-reopening-classrooms-as-azdhs-releases-benchmarks/75-47c09d2f-3f85-4207-b537-75d6d0640a6e
https://www.12news.com/article/news/education/no-arizona-county-meets-criteria-for-reopening-classrooms-as-azdhs-releases-benchmarks/75-47c09d2f-3f85-4207-b537-75d6d0640a6e
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/communications/covid-19-information
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/communications/covid-19-information
https://www.thv11.com/article/news/education/onsite-learning-arkansas-constitution-coronavirus/91-cf7c6224-c29a-46c4-a1a4-5a48983690b1
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California 
• State DOE: https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/coronavirus.asp 
• COVID-19 Industry Guidance: Schools and School-Based Programs 
• Stronger Together: A guidebook for Safe Reopening of California’s Public Schools 
• California postpones high school football, other fall prep sports because of coronavirus (7/20/20, 

2:27PM) 
• California health officials list conditions for an elementary school waiver (8/4/20) 

 
Colorado  

• State DOE: https://www.cde.state.co.us/safedistrschools 
• A Framework and Toolkit for District Leaders (5/7/20) 
• These Colorado school districts are welcoming students back for in-person learning this fall. 

Here’s why they feel it’s safe. (8/6/20) 
 
Connecticut 

• State DOE: https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/COVID19/COVID-19-Resources-for-Families-and-Educators 
• Governor Lamont Announces Plans for the 2020-2021 School year Amid the Ongoing COVID-19 

Pandemic (6/25/20)  
o Executive Summary 
o Adapt, Advance, Achieve: Connecticut’s Plan to learn and Grow Together Presentation 

• Lamont Announces Additional Funding to Help CT School Districts Reopen This Fall (8/6/20) 
 
Delaware 

• State DOE: https://www.doe.k12.de.us/domain/599 
• State of Delaware Announces Guidance for Reopening of Schools for 2020-21 Academic Year 

(7/15/20) 
• Returning to School: Planning a Safe, Efficient and Equitable School Return for Students and 

Staff 
• Carney gives approval for schools to move forward with hybrid start to school year (8/4/20) 

 
District of Columbia 

• Public Schools: https://dcps.dc.gov/coronavirus 
• Mayor Bowser delays announcement of plan for reopening DC Public Schools (7/17/20 4:59am)  
• DC State Athletic Association Announces Plans for 2020-21 Interscholastic Athletics (7/16/20) 
• School Year Term 1 will Begin Virtually (7/30/20) 

o Unified Start Date – August 31 
 
Florida  

• State DOE: http://www.fldoe.org/em-response/ 
• Reopening Florida’s Schools and the CARES Act (6/11/20) 
• Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan 
• FHSAA postpones high school sports until August 24 (7/25/20, 9:50 PM) 
• Health directors told to keep quiet as Florida Leaders pressed to reopen classrooms (8/7/20) 

 
Georgia 

• State DOE: https://www.georgiainsights.com/coronavirus.html 
• Georgia Department of Education Releases Reopening Guidelines for Schools (6/1/20) 
• Path to Recovery for K-12 Schools 
• Latest GHSA statements on Coronavirus Situation (7/22/20)  
• Georgia schools report cases of coronavirus among students, staff amid reopenings (8/9/20) 

 
 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/coronavirus.asp
https://covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-schools.pdf
https://bit.ly/3gaGL2k
https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/07/20/cif-postpones-football-other-fall-sports-because-of-coronavirus/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/07/20/cif-postpones-football-other-fall-sports-because-of-coronavirus/
https://edsource.org/2020/california-health-officials-list-conditions-for-an-elementary-school-waiver/637621
https://www.cde.state.co.us/safeschools
http://www.cde.state.co.us/planning20-21
https://coloradosun.com/2020/08/06/colorado-schools-education-students-teachers-in-person-learning-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://coloradosun.com/2020/08/06/colorado-schools-education-students-teachers-in-person-learning-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/COVID19/COVID-19-Resources-for-Families-and-Educators
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/06-2020/Governor-Lamont-Announces-Plans-for-the-2020-21-School-Year-Amid-the-Ongoing-COVID19-Pandemic
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/06-2020/Governor-Lamont-Announces-Plans-for-the-2020-21-School-Year-Amid-the-Ongoing-COVID19-Pandemic
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Reopening_Executive_Summary.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Reopening_Slides.pdf
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/coronavirus/lamont-announces-additional-funding-to-help-ct-school-districts-reopen-this-fall/2314894/
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/domain/599
https://news.delaware.gov/2020/07/15/state-of-delaware-announces-guidance-for-reopening-of-schools-for-2020-21-academic-year/
https://news.delaware.gov/2020/07/15/state-of-delaware-announces-guidance-for-reopening-of-schools-for-2020-21-academic-year/
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/599/ddoe_returningtoschool_guidance_final.pdf
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/599/ddoe_returningtoschool_guidance_final.pdf
https://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/2020/08/04/delaware-schools-allowed-move-forward-hybrid-start-school-year/5575596002/
https://dcps.dc.gov/coronavirus
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/local/dc-school-reopening-plan-delayed-dcps-bowser/65-07555c2c-7ea0-4d68-a90f-77b0b4c0d8f4
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/local/dc-school-reopening-plan-delayed-dcps-bowser/65-07555c2c-7ea0-4d68-a90f-77b0b4c0d8f4
https://cdn3.sportngin.com/attachments/document/f769-2209852/DCSAA_Announces_Plans_for_2020-21_School_Year.pdf#_ga=2.66484264.729440897.1595857966-1740285100.1595857966
https://mayor.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/coronavirus/page_content/attachments/School-Year-20-21-Presentation_07-30-20.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/em-response/
ohttp://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/FLDOEReopeningCARESAct.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3VVq5odCKTyukXFMx5Ry0bgPOkiz40tU2EPGRuo3SPOPlZr3MPlwtq51g
https://www.firstcoastnews.com/article/sports/high-school/florida-delays-high-school-sports-august-24/77-65b07ca2-7ac6-412f-8b45-0d30ea136fd6
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/08/07/florida-health-directors-told-not-give-schools-advice-reopening/3317014001/
https://www.georgiainsights.com/coronavirus.html
https://www.news-daily.com/news/georgia-department-of-education-releases-reopening-guidelines-for-schools/article_70a9d9a0-a421-11ea-9e9d-0f1ddbd595ed.html
https://www.georgiainsights.com/recovery.html
https://www.ghsa.net/latest-ghsa-statements-coronavirus-situation
https://www.foxnews.com/us/georgia-schools-reports-cases-of-coronavirus-among-students-staff-amid-reopenings
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Hawaii 
• State DOE: https://bit.ly/3eExX4i 
• Summer School Plans and Supports for Students 
• What will schools look like next fall? DOE releases guidelines that give sneak peek (6/3/20) 
• Guidance for Reopening Schools 
• Return to Learn (7/2/20) 
• Online Student Bus Pass and Payment Option (7/6/20) 
• Board of Education approves Aug. 17 start date for Hawaii schools (7/30/20) 

 
Idaho  

• State DOE: https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/resources-for-schools/ 
• Illinois Education Association: https://ieanea.org/covid-19/ 
• Idaho Board of Education: https://boardofed.idaho.gov 
• Board of Education allowing schools to reopen if they follow COVID-19 safety protocols (5/4/20) 

o School District and Charter School Re-Entry Criteria 
• Brad Little announces two new committees to address fall school re-opening and the digital divide 

(6/17/20) 
• Idaho High School Activities Association releases fall sports guidance (7/21/20, 9:41 AM) 
• What it takes to reopen schools in Idaho (8/3/20) 

 
Illinois  

• State Board of Education: https://www.isbe.net/coronavirus 
• Illinois school reopening plan released, classes to resume in fall 2020 (6/23/20) 
• Starting the 2020-21 School Year (June 23, 2020) – Part 3 Transition and Joint Guidance 
• School reopening tracker: Governor reinforces mask rule amid rise in COVID-19 cases (7/23/20) 

 
Indiana 

• State DOE: https://www.doe.in.gov/safety/health/covid-19-resources-indiana-schools 
• Governor says Indiana K-12 schools will likely ‘reopen safely’ this fall (5/29/20) 
• Indiana’s Considerations for Learning and Safe Schools In-Class Guidance 
• Indiana state officials pressured to set school-shut-down benchmarks (8/8/20) 

 
Iowa 

• State DOE: https://educateiowa.gov/article/2020/04/03/covid-19-guidance-and-information 
• Iowa schools can start fall classes earlier than August 23 if a plan is submitted (5/6/20 6:21pm) 
• Reopening Guidance for Schools (6/25/20) 
• Iowa High School Athletic Association announces revised 2020 football schedule due to COVID-

19 (7/24/20, 1:14 PM) 
• Reopening Schools: Preparing Iowa families during the pandemic (8/5/20) 
 

Kansas 
• State DOE: https://www.ksde.org/Home/Quick-Links/News-Room/kansas-school-buildings-to-

close-for-remainder-of-school-year-because-of-covid-19-1 
• Kansas State Board of Education votes to approve school reopening guidelines (7/15/20) 
• Where Kansas reopening plans stand right now (7/20/20 8:08am) 
• Gov. Laura Kelly mandates masks in Kansas schools, awaits board’s vote on start of classes 

(7/20/20) 
• Navigating Change: Kansas’ Guide to Learning and School Safety Operations (7/15/20) 
• Kansas school reopening plans (7/23/20) 

 
 
 

https://bit.ly/3eExX4i
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/MediaRoom/PressReleases/Pages/HIDOE-announces-summer-school-plans-and-supports-for-students-as-state-transitions-to-Act-with-Care-phase.aspx
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/MediaRoom/PressReleases/Pages/school-year-2020-21.aspx
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/MediaRoom/PressReleases/Pages/school-year-2020-21.aspx
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/MediaRoom/PressReleases/Pages/Online-Bus-Pass-Application.aspx
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2020/07/30/breaking-news/board-of-education-approves-aug-17-start-date-for-schools/
https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/resources-for-schools/
https://boardofed.idaho.gov/
https://www.khq.com/coronavirus/idaho-board-of-education-allowing-schools-to-reopen-if-they-follow-covid-19-safety-protocols/article_da1c38bc-8e6c-11ea-80f0-136734a64de6.html
https://boardofed.idaho.gov/resources/school-district-and-charter-school-re-entry-criteria-return-from-soft-closure/
https://www.bigcountrynewsconnection.com/idaho/brad-little-announces-two-new-committees-to-address-fall-school-re-opening-and-the-digital/article_aab55bbe-b0cf-11ea-9519-9383e4f6753a.html
https://www.bigcountrynewsconnection.com/idaho/brad-little-announces-two-new-committees-to-address-fall-school-re-opening-and-the-digital/article_aab55bbe-b0cf-11ea-9519-9383e4f6753a.html
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2020/07/idaho-high-school-activities-association-releases-fall-sports-guidance/
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2020/08/what-it-takes-to-reopen-schools-in-idaho/
https://www.isbe.net/coronavirus
https://abc7chicago.com/illinois-school-reopening-plan-jb-pritzker/6262082/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf
https://chicago.chalkbeat.org/21336187/illinois-school-district-reopening-plans-hybrid-remote-in-person-tracker
https://www.doe.in.gov/safety/health/covid-19-resources-indiana-schools
https://www.southbendtribune.com/news/education/governor-says-indiana-k-12-schools-will-likely-reopen-safely-this-fall/article_92d3ed36-a0f7-11ea-9e32-1bc1aaae218c.html
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/news/june-5-class-document.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://local12.com/news/local/indiana-state-officials-pressured-to-set-school-shutdown-benchmarks-cincinnati
https://educateiowa.gov/article/2020/04/03/covid-19-guidance-and-information
https://www.weareiowa.com/article/news/local/iowa-school-can-start-earlier-than-august-23/524-600ffe64-72fa-452e-965f-1e774bb81d6e
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/2020-06-25_ReopeningGuidanceforSchools.pdf
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/sports/high-school/2020/07/24/iowa-high-school-athletic-association-announces-revised-2020-football-schedule-due-covid-19-iahsfb/5503238002/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/sports/high-school/2020/07/24/iowa-high-school-athletic-association-announces-revised-2020-football-schedule-due-covid-19-iahsfb/5503238002/
https://www.kcci.com/article/reopening-schools-preparing-iowa-families-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/33497934
https://www.ksde.org/Home/Quick-Links/News-Room/kansas-school-buildings-to-close-for-remainder-of-school-year-because-of-covid-19-1
https://www.ksde.org/Home/Quick-Links/News-Room/kansas-school-buildings-to-close-for-remainder-of-school-year-because-of-covid-19-1
https://www.wibw.com/2020/07/16/kansas-state-board-of-education-votes-to-approve-school-reopening-guidelines/
https://salinapost.com/posts/b4709f1e-adec-49a6-9afe-476b5a37694b
https://salinapost.com/posts/b4709f1e-adec-49a6-9afe-476b5a37694b
https://www.kwch.com/2020/07/20/gov-laura-kelly-to-sign-executive-order-to-delay-reopening-kansas-schools/
https://www.kwch.com/2020/07/20/gov-laura-kelly-to-sign-executive-order-to-delay-reopening-kansas-schools/
https://www.ksde.org/Teaching-Learning/Resources/Navigating-Change-Kansas-Guide-to-Learning-and-School-Safety-Operations
https://www.ksn.com/news/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-in-kansas/kansas-school-reopening-plans/
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Kentucky 
• State DOE: https://education.ky.gov/districts/SHS/Pages/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.aspx 
• KY Department of Education Releases Guidance for Schools to Reopen Safely this Fall (5/15/20) 
• COVID-19 Considerations for Reopening Schools - Initial Guidance for Schools and Districts 

(5/15/20)  
• Kentucky Education Association urges schools not to reopen for in-person classes (7/7/20) 

 
Louisiana 

• State DOE: https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/covid-19 
• Reopening LA Schools, Adjusting 2020-21 Schedule Focus of ‘Strong Start’ Guidance (5/8/20 

4:04pm) 
• Strong Start Planning Guide (6/25/20) 
• Louisiana board sets rules for reopening school this fall (7/14/20) 
• Who controls when schools reopen? In Louisiana, local educators have the final say (7/25/20) 

 
Maine 

• State DOE: https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19 
• Maine Education Department Releases Initial Guidelines for Reopening Schools in Fall (6/14/20) 

o Working Draft: Return to Classroom Instruction Framework (6/11/20) 
o Return to Classroom Instruction Framework 

• Maine high schools’ fall sports season to be delayed and shortened (7/22/20) 
• All Maine schools get green light to reopen fulltime (7/31/20) 

 
Maryland 

• State DOE: http://marylandpublicschools.org/Pages/default.aspx 
• Maryland lays out plan for transitioning back to in-person learning (5/13/20 10:51am) 
• A State Plan Outlines How Schools Could Change in Maryland (5/7/20 6:56pm) 
• Maryland’s Recovery Plan for Education (5/13/20 10:51am) 
• All Maryland public schools go online this fall, private and parochial schools are ready to welcome 

student on campus (8/1/20) 
 

Massachusetts 
• State DOE: http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/ 
• Fall Reopening Memo for Massachusetts Schools (6/8/20, 9:46am) 
• MA DESE Memorandum (6/5/20) - Guidance on Required Safety Supplies for Reopening Schools 
• MIAA Wants Massachusetts High School Fall Sports to Start September 14 (7/21/20, 5:43 PM) 
• Deadline for Massachusetts schools to present final reopening plan extended to Aug. 14 

(8/10/20) 
 
Michigan 

• State DOE: https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-37818_53456---,00.html 
• Michigan school officials pitch tentative reopening plans (6/4/20 11;06am) 
• Michigan State University publishes guide for K-12 schools reopening amid pandemic (6/18/20 

11:43am) 
• Michigan schools already planning for likely ‘rolling closures’ from COVID (8/7/20) 

 
Minnesota 

• State DOE: https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/ 
• Minnesota schools allowed to reopen for summer (5/15/20 4:27pm) 
• Stay Safe: Minnesota Dept of Health: 2020-2021 Planning Guide for Schools 

o The Dept of Education will convene PreK-12 workgroups to provide additional guidance. 
• Several of Minnesota’s largest school districts plan to start year in hybrid mode (8/9/20) 

https://education.ky.gov/districts/SHS/Pages/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.wave3.com/2020/05/15/ky-dept-education-releases-guidance-schools-reopen-safely-this-fall/
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Guidance%20%20051520kf_tkt%20421pm%20TM.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/Reopening%20Guidance%20%20051520kf_tkt%20421pm%20TM.pdf
https://www.wsaz.com/2020/08/07/kentucky-education-association-urges-schools-not-to-reopen-for-in-person-classes/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/covid-19
https://www.thenewsstar.com/story/news/education/2020/05/08/reopening-schools-adjust-2020-21-school-year-strong-start-guidance/3097047001/
https://www.thenewsstar.com/story/news/education/2020/05/08/reopening-schools-adjust-2020-21-school-year-strong-start-guidance/3097047001/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/strong-start-2020-louisiana's-plan.pdf?sfvrsn=9479b1f_6.
https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/local/education/2020/07/14/rules-set-reopening-la-schools-fall-heres-what-expect/5429565002/
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/education/article_ea02fe7c-cc48-11ea-8af0-9b05447fe0c9.html
https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19
https://www.mainepublic.org/post/maine-education-department-releases-initial-guidelines-reopening-schools-fall
https://www.maine.gov/doe/covid-19/reintegrate
https://www.pressherald.com/2020/07/21/mpa-pushes-back-start-of-high-school-fall-sports/
https://bangordailynews.com/2020/07/31/news/all-maine-schools-get-the-green-light-to-reopen-full-time/
http://marylandpublicschools.org/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/education/returning-to-classrooms-maryland-schools-release-plan/65-80e2796a-daca-48ef-beae-c6fe4be326a6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/masks-temperature-checks-shorter-weeks-a-state-plan-outlines-how-school-could-change-in-maryland/2020/05/07/c1ec2224-9057-11ea-9e23-6914ee410a5f_story.html
http://marylandpublicschools.org/newsroom/Documents/MSDERecoveryPlan.pdf
https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bs-md-private-public-school-reopening-20200731-bmoxcse5pndzdbinm6wvjgytcy-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bs-md-private-public-school-reopening-20200731-bmoxcse5pndzdbinm6wvjgytcy-story.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/
https://boston.cbslocal.com/2020/06/08/massachusetts-schools-fall-reopening-guidance-safety-masks-class-size/
https://boston.cbslocal.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/3859903/2020/06/Guidance-on-Required-Safety-Supplies-for-Re-Opening-Schools.pdf
https://boston.cbslocal.com/2020/07/21/massachusetts-high-school-sports-plan-fall-september-14-miaa/
https://www.masslive.com/news/2020/08/deadline-for-massachusetts-schools-to-present-final-reopening-plan-extended-to-aug-14.html
https://www.masslive.com/news/2020/08/deadline-for-massachusetts-schools-to-present-final-reopening-plan-extended-to-aug-14.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-37818_53456---,00.html
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/education/2020/06/04/amid-covid-19-michigan-school-officials-pitch-tentative-reopening-plans/5270185002/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2020/06/18/msu-publishes-guide-for-k-12-schools-reopening-amid-pandemic/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2020/06/18/msu-publishes-guide-for-k-12-schools-reopening-amid-pandemic/
https://www.bridgemi.com/talent-education/michigan-schools-already-planning-likely-rolling-closures-covid
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2020/05/15/minnesota-schools-allowed-to-reopen-for-summer-heres-what-it-means
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/k12planguide.pdf
https://www.startribune.com/more-minnesota-schools-unveil-reopening-plans/572060042/
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Mississippi 

• State DOE: https://www.mdek12.org/COVID19 
• MSDOE releases reopening strategies before school resumes in fall (6/10/20 12:14pm)  
• Considerations for Reopening Mississippi Schools, June-August 2020 
• As Cases Rise Fast, Mississippi Governor Mandates masks and Delays Start of School (8/4/20) 

 
Missouri 

• State DOE: https://dese.mo.gov/communications/coronavirus-covid-19-information 
• Missouri School Boards Association Releases Guidelines to Consider When Reopening Schools 

(5/11/20 5:52pm) 
o https://ams.embr.mobi/Documents/DocumentAttachment.aspx?C=ZfON&DID=GJGDM 

• Reopening Missouri schools will be up to districts and counties, not state (6/9/20 6:43pm) 
• Missouri’s Department of Education Releases New Guidance for Reopening Schools (8/4/20 

11:11am) 
• Guidance for Schools Released; Missouri Governor Encourages Reopening of Schools (8/5/20 

11:14pm) 
 
Montana 

• State DOE: http://opi.mt.gov/COVID-19-Information 
• Governor Bullock to allow schools option to reopen as early as May 7 (4/23/20) 
• School Districts Decision on COVID-19 Closures (4/14/20) 
• The 3 Phases of Reopening Schools 
• Bullock Issues Directive on Remote Learning Flexibility for Schools (7/31/20) 

 
Nebraska 

• State DOE: https://www.education.ne.gov/publichealth/resources/ 
• State ed commissioner: flexibility and balance keys to working through the pandemic (6/5/20) 
• Launch Nebraska 
• NSAA Fall Sports Announcement (7/20/20) 
• Decision to reopen schools must rest with policymakers (8/3/20) 

 
Nevada 

• State DOE: http://www.doe.nv.gov 
• Nevada Forms Panel on to Help Develop Plan for Reopening (5/1/20) 
• Gov Sisolak signs directive allowing K-12 schools to open for summer (6/10/20 12:49am) 
• Nevada’s Path Forward: A Framework for a Safe, Efficient, and Equitable Return to School 

Buildings (6/9/20) 
• Nevada high school fall sports postponed; no state tournaments planned (7/23/20) 
• Nevada Governor reopening approach shifts away from ‘one size fits all’ (7/28/20) 

 
New Hampshire 

• State DOE: https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/commissioner/covid-19 
• What you need to know about school reopening this fall (7/17/20 8:06am) 
• New Hampshire Grades K-12 Back-to-School Guidance (July 2020) 
• NHIAA moving ahead on fall sports, putting safety first (7/26/20) 
• What you need to know about school reopening in N.H. (8/6/20) 

 
New Jersey 

• State DOE: https://www.nj.gov/education/topics/index.shtml 
• Department of Education announces guidelines for in-person summer learning and extended 

school year (6/13/20 6:06pm) 

https://www.mdek12.org/COVID19
https://www.natchezdemocrat.com/2020/06/10/mississippi-department-of-education-releases-reopening-strategies-before-school-resumes-in-fall/
https://msachieves.mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Considerations-for-Reopening-Schools-June-8-FINAL.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/08/04/899167484/as-cases-rise-fast-mississippi-governor-mandates-masks-and-delays-start-of-schoo
https://dese.mo.gov/communications/coronavirus-covid-19-information
https://www.kmbc.com/article/missouri-school-boards-association-releases-guidelines-to-consider-when-reopening-schools/32439931
https://www.kmbc.com/article/missouri-school-boards-association-releases-guidelines-to-consider-when-reopening-schools/32439931
https://ams.embr.mobi/Documents/DocumentAttachment.aspx?C=ZfON&DID=GJGDM
https://www.ky3.com/content/news/Reopening-Missouri-schools-will-be-up-to-districts-and-counties-not-state-571145081.html
https://www.ky3.com/2020/08/04/missouris-department-of-education-releases-new-guidance-for-reopening-schools/
https://www.ky3.com/2020/08/04/missouris-department-of-education-releases-new-guidance-for-reopening-schools/
https://abc17news.com/news/2020/08/05/guidance-for-schools-released-missouri-governor-encourages-reopening-of-schools/
https://abc17news.com/news/2020/08/05/guidance-for-schools-released-missouri-governor-encourages-reopening-of-schools/
http://opi.mt.gov/COVID-19-Information
https://www.kbzk.com/news/local-news/governor-bullock-to-allows-montana-schools-option-to-reopen
https://nbcmontana.com/news/coronavirus/school-districts-decision-on-covid-19-closures
http://opi.mt.gov/Re-opening-Schools
https://nbcmontana.com/news/local/bullock-issues-directive-on-remote-learning-flexibility-for-schools
https://www.education.ne.gov/publichealth/resources/
https://journalstar.com/news/local/education/state-ed-commissioner-flexibility-and-balance-keys-to-working-through-pandemic/article_e97a50e2-b57a-5fb9-9572-ffa8e7a71c2a.html
https://www.launchne.com/
https://nsaahome.org/nsaa-fall-sports-announcement/
https://omaha.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/gov-ricketts-decision-to-reopen-schools-must-rest-with-policymakers/article_d4130dc4-a9a3-5536-8c23-ceb4e2a5c177.html
http://www.doe.nv.gov/
https://lasvegassun.com/news/2020/may/01/nevada-forms-panel-develop-plan-reopen-schools/
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Nevada_Path_Forward_6.9.20_FRAMEWORK.pdf
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Nevada_Path_Forward_6.9.20_FRAMEWORK.pdf
http://nevadasportsnet.com/news/reporters/nevada-high-school-fall-sports-moved-to-march-due-to-covid-19
https://mynews4.com/news/local/nevada-governors-directive-shifts-school-reopening-approach-away-from-one-size-fits-all
https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/commissioner/covid-19
https://www.wmur.com/article/new-hampshire-school-reopening-plan-coronavirus-fall-2020/33352391
https://www.wmur.com/article/new-hampshire-school-reopening-plan-coronavirus-fall-2020/33352391
https://www.covidguidance.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt381/files/inline-documents/sonh/k-12-back-to-school.pdf
https://www.covidguidance.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt381/files/inline-documents/sonh/k-12-back-to-school.pdf
https://www.unionleader.com/sports/high_school/nhiaa-moving-ahead-on-fall-sports-putting-safety-first/article_80226654-f2ac-5c32-9863-3019709ac603.html
https://www.nhpr.org/post/what-you-need-know-about-school-reopening-nh#stream/0
https://www.nj.gov/education/topics/index.shtml
https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/department-education-announces-guidelines-person-summer-learning-extended-school-year/
https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/department-education-announces-guidelines-person-summer-learning-extended-school-year/
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• NJ Schools reopening in fall with students back in classrooms (6/26/20 5:43pm) 
• The Road Back: Restart and Recovery Plan for Education  
• Fine print: NJ’s New Details on Reopening Schools (8/10/20) 

 
 
New Mexico 

• State DOE: https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/safe-healthy-schools/covid-19-coronavirus/ 
• Task force asked to form reopening plan for New Mexico public schools (5/29/20) 
• New Mexico Releases Plan for Reopening Public Schools (6/23/20 1:03pm) 
• NMAA announces revised 2020-21 sports calendar (7/15/20, 3:29PM) 
• New Mexico Updates School Reopening Guidance, Hits Pause on ‘Hybrid Model’ For Start of 

2020 School Year (7/23/20) 
 

New York 
• State DOE: http://www.nysed.gov/coronavirus  
• Board of Regents and State Education Department Announce Regional Reopening Task Force 

Meetings (6/8/20) 
• NY State Education Department releases framework for school reopening plans (7/13/20) 
• Recovering, Rebuilding, and Renewing the Spirit of New York’s Schools (7/13/20) 
• New York Schools Can Reopen, Will They? (8/10/20) 

 
North Carolina 

• State Department of Public Instruction: https://www.dpi.nc.gov/news/covid-19-response-
resources 

• North Carolina Schools will Reopen Early, Add 5 Days More (5/5/20) 
• N.C. releases 116-page guidebook on reopening public schools (6/11/20 6:06pm) 
• Lighting Our Way Forward: NC’s Guidebook for Reopening Public Schools  
• North Carolina will pause further reopening until September to start the school year (8/5/20) 

 
North Dakota 

• State Department of Public Instruction: https://bit.ly/3gcb3S2 
• North Dakota to Allow Students Back for Summer; Governor Calls Move ‘Soft Opening’ for Fall 

(5/11/20 5:00pm) 
• North Dakota K-12 Smart Start Restart Guidance (May 2020) 
• NDHSAA Return to Competition Guidelines (7/24/20) 
• Local decisions to lead North Dakota K-12 schools ‘reopening in new territory’ (7/14/20) 

 
 

Ohio 
• State DOE: http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus 
• Schools anxious for state guidance on reopening (6/20/20 1:00pm) 
• School chiefs from largest districts in Ohio can’t say what classrooms will look like in the fall 

(6/22/20 2:00pm)  
• Reset and Restart Education: Planning Guide for Ohio’s Schools and Districts  
• Ohio school districts would first decide on shutdown’s, but state involvement is a ‘possibility’ Gov. 

Mike DeWine says (8/8/20) 
 

Oklahoma 
• State DOE: https://sde.ok.gov/ 

o COVID 19 FAQ for Oklahoma Public Schools  
• School campuses closed for the remainder of the school year (3/25/20 6:45pm)  
• Oklahoma Department of Education Releases Guidance on School Reopening This Fall  (6/3/20) 

https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/new-jersey/2020/06/26/nj-schools-reopening-guidelines-fall-social-distancing-masks/3258314001/
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf
https://www.njspotlight.com/2020/08/fine-print-njs-new-details-on-schools-reopening/
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/safe-healthy-schools/covid-19-coronavirus/
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/coronavirus/task-force-asked-to-form-reopening-plan-for-new-mexico-public-schools/article_ff67ad52-a02a-11ea-9e00-474158064d83.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/new-mexico/articles/2020-06-23/new-mexico-releases-plan-for-reopening-public-schools
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/sports/high-school/football/2020/07/15/nmaa-announces-revised-2020-21-new-mexico-high-school-sports-calendar/5443107002/
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/sports/high-school/football/2020/07/15/nmaa-announces-revised-2020-21-new-mexico-high-school-sports-calendar/5443107002/
https://ladailypost.com/new-mexico-updates-school-reopening-guidance-hits-pause-on-hybrid-model-for-start-of-2020-school-year/
https://ladailypost.com/new-mexico-updates-school-reopening-guidance-hits-pause-on-hybrid-model-for-start-of-2020-school-year/
http://www.nysed.gov/coronavirus
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2020/board-regents-and-state-education-department-announce-regional-reopening-task-force
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2020/board-regents-and-state-education-department-announce-regional-reopening-task-force
https://cnycentral.com/news/local/ny-state-education-department-releases-framework-for-school-reopening-plans
https://www.news10.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/64/2020/07/468996757-NYSED-Reopening-Schools-7-13-20.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/10/nyregion/new-york-schools-reopening-coronavirus.html
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/news/covid-19-response-resources
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/news/covid-19-response-resources
https://www.wfae.org/post/nc-schools-will-reopen-early-add-5-days-more-pay-still-question#stream/0
https://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/more-details-upcoming-school-year-expected-be-released-nc-sc/6DE5WX5JSJFJPHPHKHWFBVJD3Y/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z5Mp2XzOOPkBYN4YvROz4YOyNIF2UoWq9EZfrjvN4x8/preview?ts=5ee01202&pru=AAABcsd-YNQ*sm2byjGypjo14XYGp1bptQ#heading=h.qs0n6svyl52u
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/08/05/899597881/north-carolina-will-pause-further-reopening-until-september-to-start-the-school-
https://bit.ly/3gcb3S2
https://www.grandforksherald.com/newsmd/coronavirus/6485997-North-Dakota-to-allow-students-back-for-summer-school-governor-calls-move-soft-opening-for-fall
https://www.grandforksherald.com/newsmd/coronavirus/6485997-North-Dakota-to-allow-students-back-for-summer-school-governor-calls-move-soft-opening-for-fall
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/Covid-19/NDK12restartguide.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rVuP8ThM8YG8Cy26RUr577ougZCO016cOKtUbLLMwrU/edit?usp=sharing
https://bismarcktribune.com/news/local/bismarck/local-decisions-to-lead-north-dakota-k-12-schools-reopening-in-new-territory/article_68e40f6b-694e-5730-8d5e-128d083ad074.html
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus
https://chroniclet.com/news/216162/schools-anxious-for-state-guidance-on-reopening/
https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/education/ohio-8-coalition-school-reopening-fall-cleveland-eric-gordon-akron-david-james/95-01770591-3765-43dd-99b3-47c690ea8a48
https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/education/ohio-8-coalition-school-reopening-fall-cleveland-eric-gordon-akron-david-james/95-01770591-3765-43dd-99b3-47c690ea8a48
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Reset-Restart-Guide.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2020/08/ohio-school-districts-would-first-decide-on-shutdowns-but-state-involvement-is-a-possibility-gov-mike-dewine-says.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2020/08/ohio-school-districts-would-first-decide-on-shutdowns-but-state-involvement-is-a-possibility-gov-mike-dewine-says.html
https://sde.ok.gov/
https://www.koco.com/article/oklahoma-board-of-education-meets-to-discuss-distance-learning-plan-during-covid-19-pandemic/31925470
https://www.kosu.org/post/oklahoma-department-education-releases-guidance-school-reopening-fall
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• Return to Learn Oklahoma – a Framework for Reopening Schools 
• Oklahoma high school fall sports planned to start on time (7/23/20) 
• Schools reopening as experts acknowledge much is unknown about COVID-19 and kids (8/6/20) 

 
 
Oregon 

• State DOE: https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/COVID19.aspx 
• Oregon’s blueprints for reopening schools call for clustering students and a whole lot of cleaning 

(6/10/20) 
• Ready Schools, Safe Learners: Guidance for SY2020-21 
• OSAA Update: Memo to Schools (7/22/20) 
• What Oregon parents should know about their kids’ return to school during COVID-19 (/7/31/20) 

 
Pennsylvania 

• State DOE: https://bit.ly/3dG9fzb 
• Wolf Administration Outlines Preliminary Guidance for Phased Reopening of Schools (6/3/20) 

o Preliminary Guidance 
• Your View by PA Associat6ion School Administrators: How schools are set up for reopening 

failure (8/8/20) 
• Schools to get more state virus analysis to guide reopening (8/10/20) 

 
Rhode Island 

• State DOE: https://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/AdditionalInformation/Covid19.aspx 
• Reimagining RI Education: Fall Reopening Plan Framework, SY20-21 (5/22/20) 
• Here are the reopening plans for every Rhode Island school district (8/7/20) 

 
South Carolina 

• State DOE: https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/covid-19-coronavirus-and-south-carolina-schools/ 
• SC could know options for reopening K-12 schools soon as June, top official says (5/13/20 

4:45pm) 
• Accelerated ED Task Force: Draft Guidance and Recommendations for 2020-21 School Year 
• McMaster, South Carolina educators at odds over reopening schools (7/25/20) 

 
South Dakota 

• State DOE: https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/ 
• SDHSAA approved non-binding summer guidance rules (5/28/20 1:00pm) 
• COVID-19 pandemic brought historic challenges to South Dakota, and a few successes (6/29/20 

3:22pm) 
• South Dakota’s Back to Normal Plan 
• State legislators speak about school reopening plans (8/10/20) 

 
Tennessee 

• State DOE: https://www.tn.gov/education/health-and-safety/update-on-coronavirus.html 
• Tennessee State Board of Education FAQs 
• Tennessee Department of State – Division of Publications, Emergency Rules 
• State releases broad reopening guidance for schools; commissioner testifies in US Senate 

hearing (6/10/20 11:31pm) 
• Reopening Guidance  
• TSSAA adopts COVID-19 regulations and fall sports contingency plans (7/22/20) 
• One of America’s first states to reopen schools in person, Tennessee serves as ‘experiment’ in 

COVID safety (7/31/20) 
• These Tennessee school districts are already reporting COVID-19 cases after reopening (8/9/20) 

https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/Return%20to%20Learn%20Oklahoma.pdf
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/07/23/oklahoma-high-school-fall-sports-planned_ap.html
https://www.koco.com/article/schools-reopening-as-experts-acknowledge-much-is-unknown-about-covid-and-kids/33539036
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/COVID19.aspx
https://www.oregonlive.com/education/2020/06/oregons-blueprints-for-reopening-schools-call-for-clustering-students-and-a-whole-lot-of-cleaning.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/education/2020/06/oregons-blueprints-for-reopening-schools-call-for-clustering-students-and-a-whole-lot-of-cleaning.html
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/2020SYDistrictPlanningLinks.aspx
http://www.osaa.org/docs/osaainfo/OSAA_Media_Release_July_22.pdf
https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/education/2020/07/31/reopening-oregon-schools-covid-salem-coronavirus-distance-learning/5538159002/
https://bit.ly/3dG9fzb
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/Education-Details.aspx?newsid=870
https://www.mcall.com/opinion/mc-opi-pennsylvania-schools-reopen-dirocco-20200808-umxnbmozyndqnkp3btn6k5p7gu-story.html
https://www.mcall.com/opinion/mc-opi-pennsylvania-schools-reopen-dirocco-20200808-umxnbmozyndqnkp3btn6k5p7gu-story.html
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-schools-more-state-coronavirus-analysis-guide-reopening/33563299
https://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/AdditionalInformation/Covid19.aspx
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/COVID19/RIDE_Reopening_Plan_Framework_5.27.20.pdf?ver=2020-05-29-133336-247
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/08/07/metro/here-are-reopening-plans-every-rhode-island-school-district/
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/covid-19-coronavirus-and-south-carolina-schools/
https://www.thestate.com/news/coronavirus/article242705626.html
https://www.thestate.com/news/coronavirus/article242705626.html
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cldablow%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5CFUTM711B%5C%E2%80%A2https:%5Ced.sc.gov%5Cnewsroom%5Ccovid-19-coronavirus-and-south-carolina-schools%5Caccelerateed-task-force%5Cdraft-accelerateed-task-force-guidance-and-recommendations-for-2020-21-school-year
https://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/sc-parents-students-await-mcmasters-school-reopening-plans/CGTHUZN625A4ZLOHGHFVHBT7VU/
https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.mitchellrepublic.com/sports/football/6510772-SDHSAA-approves-non-binding-summer-guidance-rules
https://www.argusleader.com/in-depth/news/2020/06/17/coronavirus-south-dakota-timeline-covid-19-smithfield-closures-reopen/3133646001/
https://www.argusleader.com/in-depth/news/2020/06/17/coronavirus-south-dakota-timeline-covid-19-smithfield-closures-reopen/3133646001/
https://covid.sd.gov/docs/COVID_SDPlan_BackToNormal.pdf
https://www.capjournal.com/news/state-legislators-speak-school-reopening-plans/article_cc3d13e4-d92e-11ea-afbc-a7831448ee83.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/health-and-safety/update-on-coronavirus.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/covid19/Emergency_Rules_FAQv2.pdf
https://tnsos.org/rules/EmergencyRules.php
https://www.wate.com/news/education/state-releases-broad-reopening-guidance-for-schools/
https://www.wate.com/news/education/state-releases-broad-reopening-guidance-for-schools/
https://www.tn.gov/education/health-and-safety/update-on-coronavirus/reopening-guidance.html
https://tssaa.org/article/tssaa-adopts-covid-19-regulations-and-fall-sports-contingency-plans
https://tn.chalkbeat.org/2020/7/31/21349881/one-of-americas-first-states-to-reopen-schools-in-person-tennessee-serves-as-covid-experiment
https://tn.chalkbeat.org/2020/7/31/21349881/one-of-americas-first-states-to-reopen-schools-in-person-tennessee-serves-as-covid-experiment
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/education/2020/08/05/tennessee-school-districts-reported-coronavirus-cases/3296529001/
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Texas 
• Education Agency: https://bit.ly/3dFwBFj 
• TEA Issues Comprehensive Guidelines for a Safe Return to On-Campus Instruction for the 2020-

21 School Year (7/7/20 3:01PM) 
• SY 20-21 Public Health Planning Guidance (7/7/20) 
• With school reopening, Gov. Greg Abbott sets off another debate over whether local or state 

officials are in control (8/7/20) 
• Gov Abbot says ‘no threats made’ to end school funding if districts don’t reopen after 8-week 

period (8/8/20) 
 

Utah 
• State Board of Education: https://schools.utah.gov/coronavirus 
• Board discusses temperature checks, masks and how to mitigate risk (6/28/20) 
• Planning Requirements and Recommendations for K-12 School Reopening (6/26/20) 
• UHSAA votes to approve fall sports and activities for 2020 (7/9/20) 
• State School Board Says No to Stricter Reopening Rules (8/6/20) 
• Here’s how some of Utah’s biggest school districts plan to reopen (8/9/20) 

 
Vermont 

• State Agency of Education: https://education.vermont.gov/covid19 
• State issues guidelines for reopening schools (6/18/20) 
• A Strong and Healthy Start: Safety and Health Guidance for Reopening Schools, Fall 2020 
• In-person or remote; What will Vermont school districts decide? (8/9/20) 

 
Virginia 

• Public Schools: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19.shtml 
• VA releases plan for phased reopening of schools (6/10/20, 6:52pm) 
• Return to School Plan 
• VHSL adopts condensed athletic schedule for 2020-21 school year (7/27/20, 7:56AM) 
• Virginia’s largest school district reverses on reopening to in-person classes (7/21/20) 
• Virginia creating COVID-19 dashboards to help inform school reopening decisions (7/24/20) 
 

Washington 
• Department of Public Instruction: https://bit.ly/3897PfB 
• Reopening Washington Schools 2020: District Planning Guide (6/11/20) 
• WIAA’s return-to-play guidance for 2020-21 high school sports approved by Washington state 

officials (7/22/20) 
• Inslee announces education recommendations for 2020-2021 school year (8/5/20) 

 
West Virginia  

• State DOE: https://wvde.us/covid19/ 
• WV schools will reopen in August under non-traditional schedule (6/10/20) 
• West Virginia School Re-entry & Recovery Guidance 
• Gov. Justice announces reopening plan for West Virginia schools (8/5/20) 

 
Wisconsin 

• Department of Public Instruction: https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/2019-novel-coronavirus 
• Wisconsin officials release guidance on reopening schools (6/22/20) 
• Education Forward  

https://bit.ly/3dFwBFj
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/news-releases/news-2020/tea-issues-comprehensive-guidelines-for-a-safe-return-to-on-campus-instruction-for-the-2020-21-school-year
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/news-releases/news-2020/tea-issues-comprehensive-guidelines-for-a-safe-return-to-on-campus-instruction-for-the-2020-21-school-year
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/covid19-SY-20-21-Public-Health-Guidance.pdf
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/08/07/texas-schools-reopening-coronavirus/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/08/07/texas-schools-reopening-coronavirus/
https://www.wfaa.com/article/news/education/gov-abbott-schools-funding-covid-19-rent-evictions-ppe-supplies/287-1d10c608-a11e-4125-9a54-d95a3d6a71d2
https://www.wfaa.com/article/news/education/gov-abbott-schools-funding-covid-19-rent-evictions-ppe-supplies/287-1d10c608-a11e-4125-9a54-d95a3d6a71d2
https://schools.utah.gov/coronavirus
https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2020/06/28/asd-keeping-students-in-the-classroom-board-discusses-temperature-checks-masks-and-how-to-mitigate-risk/#.XvoVbJNKiYA
https://schools.utah.gov/file/a5eba09a-42b8-45c0-b8fa-9adeea879fcd
https://www.heraldextra.com/sports/high-school/football/uhsaa-votes-to-approve-fall-sports-and-activities-for-2020/article_bd5abcb7-36ef-532a-b47a-369c4432c3bd.html#:%7E:text=Fall%20sports%20include%20football%2C%20cross,distancing%20as%20much%20as%20possible.
https://www.deseret.com/utah/2020/8/6/21357237/state-toughens-school-quarantine-guidelines-as-teachers-plead-for-stricter-reopening-rules-virus
https://www.sltrib.com/news/education/2020/08/09/heres-breakdown-how-some/
https://education.vermont.gov/covid19
https://vtdigger.org/2020/06/18/state-issues-guidelines-for-reopening-schools/
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vdh-guidance-strong-healthy-start-school-health-rev-20200617.pdf
https://www.wcax.com/2020/08/06/in-person-or-remote-what-will-vermont-school-districts-decide/
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19.shtml
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/local/virginia/virginia-release-plan-phased-reopening-schools/65-aff48403-7664-4ecb-bd27-3372bc2fe18e
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/covid-19/recover-redesign-restart.shtml
https://www.wdbj7.com/2020/07/27/vhsl-to-announce-sports-plan-for-20202021-school-year/
https://www.wdbj7.com/2020/07/27/vhsl-to-announce-sports-plan-for-20202021-school-year/
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/508400-virginias-largest-school-district-superintendent-reverses-on-reopening
https://richmond.com/news/virginia/virginia-creating-covid-19-dashboards-to-help-inform-school-reopening-decisions/article_4140ecde-d59f-52d7-b5c9-5c31efdc17e4.html
https://bit.ly/3897PfB
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/workgroups/Reopening%20Washington%20Schools%202020%20Planning%20Guide.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://scorebooklive.com/washington/2020/06/22/wiaas-return-to-play-guidance-for-2020-21-high-school-sports-approved-by-washington-state-officials/
https://scorebooklive.com/washington/2020/06/22/wiaas-return-to-play-guidance-for-2020-21-high-school-sports-approved-by-washington-state-officials/
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-announces-education-recommendations-2020%E2%80%932021-school-year
https://wvde.us/covid19/
https://www.whsv.com/content/news/West-Virginia-schools-will-reopen-in-August-under-non-traditional-schedule-571166431.html
https://governor.wv.gov/News/press-releases/2020/Pages/COVID-19-UPDATE-Gov.-Justice-announces-reopening-plan-for-West-Virginia-schools.aspx
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/2019-novel-coronavirus
https://www.telegraphherald.com/news/iowa-illinois-wisconsin/article_4ec4de50-b490-11ea-a2b8-af6a56fd15d5.html
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sspw/pdf/Education_Forward_web.pdf
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• WIAA will hold fall sports season; delays most starting dates (7/24/20) 
• This is What School Reopening Plans Are in 10 Major Wisconsin School Districts (8/9/20) 

 
 

Wyoming 
• State DOE: https://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/covid-19-resources/ (school district closure list) 
• Wyoming to allow schools to reopen to large indoor gatherings as rules ease (6/10/20) 

Note: School districts will work directly with their local community health department to establish protocols to control the 
spread of COVID-19 and educate their employees and students on prevention.  

• State releases initial guidance for fall reopening of K-12 schools (7/1/20) 
• Some LCSD1 teachers “anxious, scared and nervous” about reopening schools (8/9/20) 

 
Department of Defense Education Activity Schools 

• All school campuses in Japan, Okinawa, Korea, Guam, across Europe and stateside are closed. 
State (4/2/20) 

• Here’s some advice for military parents with extra worries about kids’ fall education (6/20/20) 
• DODEA gives update on reopening of base schools (7/7/20 11:52am) 
• DoDEA Schools to Open Doors, with Some Opting for Virtual Attendance (7/30/20) 
• DoDEA prepares to welcome students back to a safe and COVID-free environment (8/10/20) 

 
 

Other Agencies and Organizations 
 
US Department of Defense - https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Coronavirus/ 

• New! MIC3 Department of Defense Memorandums and Information webpage 
• Pentagon Reservation Plan for Resilience and Aligning with National Guidelines for Opening Up 

America Again (5/26/20) 
• Fact Sheet – Travel Restrictions (5/26/20) 
• Transition to Conditions-based Phased Approach to Coronavirus Disease 2019 Personnel 

Movement and Travel Restrictions  (5/22/20) 
• Pentagon Gives Local Commanders Roadmap for Easing On-Base Coronavirus Restrictions 

(5/20/20 5:53pm) 
• The US Department of Defense has extended the Stop Movement Order to June 30, although the 

Pentagon will allow more than 30,000 families to move during the Stop Order (5/6/20) 
o https://www.stripes.com/news/us/pentagon-allows-more-than-30-000-military-families-to-

move-during-stop-movement-order-1.628722 
• Military Moving Season Most Likely Extended to the End of the Year 
• SecDef update to Travel Restrictions (Stop Movement extended to June 30) (4/20/20)  

o Memorandum  
o FAQ  

 
Bluestar Families - https://bluestarfam.org/covid-19/ 
 
Military One Source - https://bit.ly/2X42zGE 
 
National Military Family Association -  
https://www.militaryfamily.org/what-military-families-need-to-know-about-covid-19/ 
 
Military Child Education Coalition - https://www.militarychild.org/covid19 
 
Military One-Source - Coronavirus Updates for our Military Community 
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/coronavirus 
 

https://madison.com/wsj/sports/high-school/wiaa-will-hold-fall-sports-season-delays-most-starting-dates/article_beff9656-f105-5fe3-b150-5b347b967b90.html
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/madison/news/2020/08/08/school-year-coronavirus-pandemic-reopening-plans
https://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/covid-19-resources/
https://k2radio.com/wyoming-to-allow-schools-to-reopen-large-indoor-gatherings-as-rules-ease/
https://www.wyomingnews.com/coronavirus/state-releases-initial-guidance-for-fall-reopening-of-k-12-schools/article_cb223fc0-6afd-52e1-96ba-c12f3cfa466f.html
https://www.wyomingnews.com/coronavirus/some-lcsd1-teachers-anxious-scared-and-nervous-about-reopening-schools/article_3902602d-6229-5d58-b600-11bc94e300cf.html
https://www.dodea.edu/coronavirus.cfm
https://www.dodea.edu/coronavirus.cfm
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/2020/06/19/heres-some-advice-for-military-parents-with-extra-worries-about-kids-fall-education/
https://www.jdnews.com/news/20200707/dodea-gives-update-on-reopening-of-base-schools
https://www.fedweek.com/armed-forces-news/dodea-schools-to-open-offer-virtual-option/
https://www.army.mil/article/237991/dodea_prepares_to_welcome_students_back_to_a_safe_and_covid_free_environment
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Coronavirus/
https://www.mic3.net/dod.html
https://www.mic3.net/assets/pentagon-reservation-plan-for-resilience-and-aligning-with-national-guidelines-for-opening-up-america-again-20200529.pdf
https://www.mic3.net/assets/pentagon-reservation-plan-for-resilience-and-aligning-with-national-guidelines-for-opening-up-america-again-20200529.pdf
https://www.mic3.net/assets/fact-sheet-for-travel-restrictions-20200529.pdf
https://www.mic3.net/assets/transition-to-conditions-based-phased-approach-to--covid-19-personnel-movement-and-travel-restrictions-20200529.pdf
https://www.mic3.net/assets/transition-to-conditions-based-phased-approach-to--covid-19-personnel-movement-and-travel-restrictions-20200529.pdf
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/defense-main/2020/05/pentagon-gives-local-commanders-roadmap-for-easing-on-base-coronavirus-restrictions/
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/defense-main/2020/05/pentagon-gives-local-commanders-roadmap-for-easing-on-base-coronavirus-restrictions/
https://www.stripes.com/news/us/pentagon-allows-more-than-30-000-military-families-to-move-during-stop-movement-order-1.628722
https://www.stripes.com/news/us/pentagon-allows-more-than-30-000-military-families-to-move-during-stop-movement-order-1.628722
https://www.stripes.com/news/us/pentagon-allows-more-than-30-000-military-families-to-move-during-stop-movement-order-1.628722
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/2020/05/06/military-moving-season-likely-to-be-extended-to-end-of-year/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2156918/update-to-travel-restrictions/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Apr/20/2002284632/-1/-1/1/MODIFICATION-AND-REISSUANCE-OF-DOD-RESPONSE-TO-CORONAVIRUS-DISEASE-2019-TRAVEL-RESTRICTIONS.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Mar/19/2002266939/-1/-1/1/COVID-19-TRAVEL-RESTRICTIONS-FAQ.pdf
https://bluestarfam.org/covid-19/
https://bit.ly/2X42zGE
https://www.militaryfamily.org/what-military-families-need-to-know-about-covid-19/
https://www.militarychild.org/covid19
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/coronavirus

