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Tuesday, December 12, 2017 (2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.) 

Meeting Notes 

Voting members and designees in attendance: 

Brenda Cassellius (Chair), Genevieve Plumadore, Jim Bartholomew, Paul Cerkvenik, Sondra 
Erickson, Jo Olsen, Grace Keliher, Ron Anderson, Katie Misukanis, Kathleen O’Donnel, Larry 
Pogemiller, Heather Starks, Stacey Stout, Chuck Wiger 

Others in attendance: 

Doug Paulson, Greg Keith, Valerie Horton, Matt Lee, Paula Palmer, Julie Sweitzer, Bobbie 
Burnham 

Meeting Notes 
1. Introduction and approval of minutes (May 25, 2017) 

Commissioner Dr. Brenda Cassellius opened the meeting with introductions throughout the 
room. A motion was made by Larry Pogemiller to accept the May 25th minutes and 
seconded by Paul Cerkvenik. The motion was passed and the minutes were approved. 

 
2. Review of Potential P-20 Work items 

Doug Paulson and Greg Keith provided summaries of three potential topics for the 2018-19 
year: ESSA implementation, World’s Best Workforce support for districts and transitions 
across the P20 system. 

 
ESSA Implementation - The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires states to develop 
plans that address standards, assessments, school and district accountability, support for 
struggling schools, support for educators, and ensuring a well-rounded education for all 
students that prepares them for career and college. MDE submitted the state plan in 
September and work is needed to support implementation. 

Discussion – A robust discussion focused on kindergarten and post-secondary readiness as 
well as well as identification of schools that will receive support and data opportunities in 
the plan.  Throughout the discussion specific questions were asked on indicators and data 
for Pre-k, teacher preparation and supply data with equitable access to quality teachers and 
funding flexibility in Title 1 and 2 for leadership training. A request was made that an update 
is provided at each of the P20 meetings. ESSA implementation was highlighted as a high 
point of interest for deeper presentation, specifically on identification of schools and data 
use in future meetings. 
 



WBWF Supports for Districts and Schools – The World’s Best Workforce (WBWF) 
legislation, passed in 2013, requires every school district to develop a plan that addresses 
the following five goals for supporting the future workforce: (1) all children are ready for 
school, (2) all third-graders can read at grade level, (3) all racial and socio-economic 
achievement gaps between students are closed, (4) all students are ready for career and 
college, and (5) all students graduate from high school. Exploring data from 2015-16 district 
summaries work is needed to support capacity of MN districts to implement their plans and 
the capacity of the state to support the districts during implementation. 
Discussion – Each of the five goals were focused on in the discussion on the WBWF 
legislation with questions for Commissioner Cassellius and Chief Academic Officer Greg 
Keith. Specific questions centered on: 

• What is happening for districts not making progress? (there is an informal list with supports 
through ESSA) 

• Did any district not submit? (fewer than five) 
• How is feedback given? (MDE reviews on template and shares with district) 

Are districts using a common definition of college and career readiness? (statutory 
definition) 
Additional comments were made regarding read well literacy data and the alignment of 
early childhood toward those goals, questions on when students are graduating are they 
really prepared for post-secondary and career, and the alignment of the ESSA plan with 
WBWF. A request was made to include the alignment of ESSA and WBWF in future 
discussions on ESSA implementation. 
 
Transitions Across PreK-20 - The lack of alignment of policies and practices across the preK-
to-post-secondary learning continuum provide challenges for students and educators. 
Exploring those policies and practices and identifying those that create the largest barriers 
to success will aid in the transitions for students from early childhood to elementary to 
secondary to post-secondary and careers.  

Discussion – A shorter conversation centered on transitions. An appreciation for language 
of early childhood to include learning beyond preschool. Innovation zones can provide more 
of an opportunity for flexibility in creating alignment. Questions were asked regarding a 
digital backpack for students and how that might support individual learning and monitoring 
across the system. If discussion is followed up on this topic there is opportunities to connect 
among data indicators that might highlight data including economic factors.   
 

3. Next steps 
In the discussion, there was high interest to focus on the state ESSA plan and to use time to 
learn about the state goals in the plan as well as to inform the implementation. In addition, 
Dr. Cassellius commented that these are her final P20 and it would be great to reflect upon 
the work that has been done in P20 and throughout education over the past eight years. 
The meeting adjourned at 4:07 p.m. 
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