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Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission 
State Council Meeting – Illinois 

Thursday, January 31, 2019 
State Capitol – Room 205, Springfield, Illinois  

10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
DIAL-IN (605) 468-8741 / Access Code 616136  

 
MEETNG MINUTES 

 
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:04am CST by Dr. Darcy Benway, Compact 

Commissioner, State of Illinois.  
 

2. Roll Call  

• Dr. Darcy Benway, Illinois State Commissioner 

• Dr. Cindy Doil, School Liaison Officer, Scott AFB Representative (non-voting) 

• Ms. Audra Kirkpatrick, Spouse/Parent Rep from Scott AFB 

• Mr. David Lehfield, School Liaison Officer, Naval Station Great Lakes Representative (non-
voting) 

• Ms. MacKenzie Montgomery, Direct of Student Services and a military spouse 

• Mr. John Price, Superintendent, North Chicago Schools  

• Guests: 
o Ms. Mackenzie Eison, Office of the Governor  
o Mr. Kraig Garber, Assistant Director, Illinois High School Association (IHSA) 
o Cherise Imai, Executive Director, MIC3 
o Hannah Oakley, previously with the Governor’s Office 

• Not in Attendance:  

o Mr. Jeffrey Aranowski, Executive Director for Safe and Healthy Climate, Illinois State 
Board of Education 

o Colonel Shawn Covault, 375th Mission Support Group Commander, Scott Air Force 
Base 

o Illinois Representative Linda Chapa LaVia, 83rd District 
o Dr. Benjamin Martindale, Superintendent, Township High School District 113 
o Ms. Laura O’Brien 
o Illinois State Senator Chuck Weaver, 37th District 
o Ms. Diane (Sen Weaver) 

 
3. Welcome: Commissioner Benway welcomed attendees and thanked them for their support of the 

Council. Though the Council has been dormant for several years, she is excited to restart the 
program in Illinois. 
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4. Contact Information: Commissioner Benway is drafting a contact list and asked Members to forward 
their name, title, position, email, phone, and role in serving MIC3 in Illinois. Email: 
benwayd@ohts.us 

 

5. Recognition for Hannah Oakley: On behalf of the National Commission and Chairman Don Kaminar, 
Ms. Cherise Imai, MIC3 Executive Director recognized Ms. Hannah Oakley, formerly of the 
Governor’s office, for her support and hard work in coordinating the appointment of Dr. Benway as 
the Compact Commissioner, facilitating the P20 creation of the sub-committee which will serve as 
the Commission’s Illinois State Council, and the appointment of Council Members. Without Ms. 
Oakley’s support, the Council would not be meeting today. Ms. Oakley said she was thrilled to be on 
the call, see the Council come into fruition, and see where we go.  She expressed appreciation for 
Commissioner Benway and Superintendent of North Chicago Schools, John Price for their 
engagement and support. Ms. Imai stated as Ms. Oakley was not able to be physically present today, 
Commissioner Benway will present the Commission certificate and challenge coin award to Ms. 
Oakley at their next meeting. 

 

6. MIC3 Overview: Ms. Imai provided an overview of the Commission and Compact Rules and 
Regulations.  

 

7. Old Business: None 
 

8. New Business 
8.1. Organization of MIC3-Illinois:  Commissioner Benway stated the State Council is a Sub-

Committee of the P20 Council, which is different from other states in which the Council 
operates as an independent entity.  She reported on the Council composition and required 
members under the State Statute.   
 

8.2. Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and the Military Identifier: Commissioner Benway provided 
the new ESSA language and the federal requirement of military connected students’ data. 
Illinois includes a military student code to identify students in school databases. However, three 
very different definitions of military connected students exist (ESSA, Impact Aid, Illinois State 
Board of Education (ISBE), and Members agreed the following a consistent definition of 
“military connected students” and clarity on utilization of data was needed. Mr. Kraig Garber, 
Assistant Director, Illinois High School Association (IHSA) said ISBE should be the lead on this 
issue.  Commissioner Benway will reach out to the new administration once they are in place to 
start the conversation. Ms. Oakley recommended elevating the issue to the P20 at their March 
Meeting.   

 
8.3. Impact Aid Question Research: Question was posed by Dr Cindy Doil if other school districts 

were able to count students whose parents worked across state lines in their Impact Aid 
counts.  Unfortunately no one knew if the law was changed and if this is now possible. 
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8.4. Case Studies – What is the role of the Compact: Commissioner Benway presented five case 

scenarios for discussion on: GPA Concerns; Weighting of Classes; Participation in 
Extracurriculars; Kindergarten Starting Age; and Facilitation of On-Time Graduation. 

 

9. Possible Initiatives 
9.1. Educating school administrators and personnel: Members discussed opportunities to educate 

state department, school district administrators and personnel on the Compact.  
 
9.1.1. Develop a Sample/Template Resource Page for Military Families for use by Illinois 

Schools: Members discussed the need for a current website and information for military 
families. Some informational webpages currently exist, such as on the P20 website, 
however the information is outdated. Options such as the ISBE website is more feasible.  
All agreed that a cover letter to schools, with a template or list of criteria that could be 
included on a school website, links and templates to use to get info out to families and 
school personnel would be helpful.  Ms. Imai would forward templates from other states 
to Dr. Cindy Doil, Scott AFB Representative, who will research options for consideration at 
the next meeting.  
 

9.1.2. Training at IASA Conference or State Education Conference: Members discussed 
identifying training opportunities at the state level.   

 
9.1.3. Flyers/Infographics to Schools – Getting info out there:  Commissioner Benway asked 

for input on drafting flyers for schools to utilize to promote the Compact and developing 
communication resources. Ms. Imai reminded members schools may order free brochures 
and guides from the national office or download soft copies from the website. 

    
9.1.4. Legislative Efforts: Commissioner Benway asked members to think about opportunities 

for the Council to put forth legislation to help military impacted families and students, and 
to bring these items to the attention of the national commission.  

 
9.1.5. Purple Star School Award Program – Commissioner Benway presented on an award 

schools designation program for Illinois military friendly schools.   The award would 
recognize schools that are supporting military students and families.  Dr. Cindy Doil will 
research a proposed program for Illinois. 
 

10. Commissioner Benway’s Contact info: benwayd@ohts.us, cell. 618-363-5885 
 

11. Illinois’ Dues: Ms. Imai stated Commission dues invoices will be disseminated in April-May. Dues are 
based on data from the US Department of Defense at $1.15 per military connected child.  
 

12. Adjournment: Commissioner Benway adjourned the meeting at 12:30pm CST.  
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