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Primary Point of Contact Secondary Point of Contact 
Commissioner Military Family Education Liaison  
Deanna M. McLaughlin Debra Munis 
107 Mossland Drive PO Box 1075 
Clarksville, TN 37042 Dunlap, TN 37327 
931-645-0315 419-230-8898 
Dmclau9499@bellsouth.net munis.deb@gmail.com 
 

Website 
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/committees-and-initiatives/military-interstate-children-s-compact-te

nnessee-state-council--mic3-.html 
 

Facebook Page 
MIC3 Tennessee Facebook Page 

 
Chief State School Officer 

Dr. Sara Heyburn Morrison, Executive Director, Tennessee State Board of Education 
 

Education Designee 
Nathan James, Director of Legislative Affairs, Tennessee State Board of Education 

 
Military/DOD Representative 

COL Jeremy Bell, USA Garrison Commander, Fort, Campbell, Kentucky 
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State Council Members 
In the spring of 2020 we added three additional council members, increasing our council 
from 11 members to 14 members. 

Tennessee Commissioner & State Council Chairman - ​Deanna McLaughlin, Clarksville, 
Tennessee  

State Council Vice-Chairman - ​Bernard Childress, Executive Director, Tennessee Secondary 
School Athletic Association  

State Council Secretary - ​Nathan James, Director of Legislative Affairs, Tennessee State 
Board of Education  

*Dr. John Combs, Superintendent, Tipton County Schools 

Senator Dolores R. Gresham, Tennessee State Senate 

*James Bo Griffin, Director of Schools, Millington Municipal Schools 

*Dr. Ted Horrell, Superintendent, Lakeland School System 

Millard House, Director of Schools, Clarksville-Montgomery County Schools 

Dr. LaDonna Killen McFall, Director of Schools, Coffee County Schools 

COL Jeremy Bell, USA Garrison Commander, Fort, Campbell, Kentucky  

Tammy Mason, Director of Schools, Arlington City Schools 

Deborah Munis, Military Family Education Liaison 

Courtney Rogers, Commissioner of Veteran Services, Tennessee Department of Veteran 
Services 

Captain Alonza Ross, USN Commanding Officer, Naval Support Activity Mid-South 

*Denotes new council member 
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State Council Meeting 
May 4, 2020 via Conference Call/Webinar 

Agenda 
Tennessee State Council Meeting Wednesday, May 4, 2020   

1:00 PM Central Time *Via conference call 
  

1. Welcome – Deanna McLaughlin  
2. Call the Meeting to Order – Deanna McLaughlin  
3. Roll Call/Verify Quorum – Nathan James  

Members in Attendance: 
Deanna McLaughlin, Bernard Childress, Nathan James, Dr. LaDonna Killen 
McFall, COL Jeremy Bell, Deborah Munis, Commissioner Courtney Rogers, and 
Captain Alonza Ross 

 
Absent Members:   

Dr. John Combs, ​Senator Dolores R. Gresham, ​James Bo Griffin, Dr. Ted Horrell, 
Millard House, and Tammy Mason 
 

Other Attendees: 
SLOs: Jennifer Lundy, Melissa Silva, Tayranette Johnson Williams 
Garrison Commander Staff: Peter Reyman 
SBE: Elizabeth Tullos 
 

4. Introduction of New State Council Members - Deanna McLaughlin  
a. Captain Al Ross, USN Commanding Officer, Naval Support Activity Mid-South  
b. Colonel Jeremy Bell, USA Garrison Commander, Fort Campbell, Kentucky  
c. Dr. John Combs, Superintendent, Tipton County Schools  
d. James Bo Griffin, Director of Schools, Millington Municipal Schools  
e. Dr. Ted Horrell, Superintendent, Lakeland School System  

5. Introduction of School Liaison Officers – Deanna McLaughlin a. Jennifer Lundy, Millington 
Naval Air Station b. Melissa Silva, Fort Campbell Kentucky  
6. Purpose – Deanna McLaughlin  
7. Election of State Council Officers – Deanna McLaughlin  

a. State Council Chairman - Deanna McLaughlin  
b. State Council Vice Chairman - Bernard Childress  
c. State Council Secretary - Nathan James  

8. Purple Star Schools Award Update – Deb Munis  
9. MIC3 Tennessee Training Update – Deb Munis  
10. Review of 2019/2020 Tennessee Hot Issues – Deanna McLaughlin  
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a. Class Ranking for High School Seniors  
b. Residency Eligibility for Tennessee - Lottery, Scholarships and Programs  

i. SB1580/HB1834  
c. National Guard Task Force 

11. Tennessee Military Connected Children Stats – Deanna McLaughlin  
12. Review of SBE MIC3 Tennessee Site – Nathan James  
13. MIC3 Resources – Deanna McLaughlin  
14. Important Links – Deanna McLaughlin  
15. Purple Up Highlights – Deanna McLaughlin  
16. Open Discussion - Deanna McLaughlin  
17. Adjourn - Deanna McLaughlin 

 
Meeting Video (Minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ldlJgpPkss 
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April, Month of the Military Child Presentations/Proclamations 
Due to COVID-19 public events for the reading and presentation of proclamations for April, 
Month of the Military Child took place virtually instead of in person. 
 

Tennessee’s 7th Congressional District Congressman Dr. Mark Green 
Congressman Dr. Mark Green speaks about April, Month of the Military Child 

 
Montgomery County, Tennessee Proclamation  

Montgomery County Mayor Jim Durrett 

Montgomery County Mayor Jim Durrett reading his proclamation. 
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City of Clarksville, Tennessee Proclamation  
Clarksville Mayor Joe Pitts 

Clarksville Mayor Joe Pitts reading his proclamation. 
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State of Tennessee 
On April 7, 2020 Tennessee Governor Bill Lee signed a proclamation declaring April Month of 
the Military Child.   
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MIC3 Tennessee April, Month of the Military Child Facebook Drawing 
Submissions 

 

 
 

 
Khielsey, Age 14, NAVY, TSC MEMPHIS-NSA Midsouth 
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Isabella, 7 years old, U.S. Army, Fort Campbell  

 

 
Sophia, age 9, U.S. Army, Dad stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky 
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Addisyn, age 8, U.S. Army, Dad stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky 

 

 
Trinity, Age 4 - Dad United States Army, Fort Campbell 
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Isobel, age 11, U.S. Army, Dad stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky 

Time lapsed video - Isobel 
 
 

 
Alyssa, 11 years old, U.S.Army Reserve, Nashville TN  
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Giulietta Age 6, Dad Army, Fort Campbell Kentucky, Uncle Reservist in Massachusetts 

 
Tennessee Purple Up! Days 
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2019/2020 Accomplishments 
● As a member of the Leadership Development Committee I only missed the first 

meeting of the new meeting year due to being out of the country 
● As a member of the Rules Committee was able to attend 100% of the meetings 
● Added three additional members to our state council which increased the 

membership of the council from 11 members to 14 members. 
● Purple Star School Award 

o Partnered with MCEC to produce Tennessee Purple Star School Award banners 
for our Inaugural schools 

o Our MFEL Deb Munis launched theTennessee Purple Star Award program in the 
fall of 2019 

o In May 2020 announced our six Inaugural Purple Star School Award Winners 
▪ Millington Central High School, Millington, Tennessee 
▪ Millington Middle School, Millington, Tennessee 
▪ Ringgold Elementary School, Clarksville, Tennessee 
▪ Rossview Middle School, Clarksville, Tennessee 
▪ Rossview High School, Clarksville, Tennessee 
▪ Sequatchie Middle School, Dunlap, Tennessee 

o Due to COVID-19 we plan to travel to the winning schools in the fall if and when 
the school campuses are open 

● Represented Tennessee MIC3 at various Ft. Campbell and community events 
● Resolved 100% of the Compact related cases that were brought to our attention for the school 

year 2019/2020 
● Launched the MIC3 Tennessee Facebook Page in March 2020 
● Topic contacted the most about – weighting of grades 

o Attempted to get a rule adopted by MIC3 National that speaks to the weighting of 
Honors, Advanced Placement, and Dual Enrollment grades. 

o Presented issue to State Council 
o Will work with State Board of Education in order to present a possible legislative change 

to the State Legislature 
● The Tennessee Legislature in the process of passing legislation that will waive the 

residency requirements for students to obtain the HOPE and Tennessee Promise 
scholarships in addition to receiving state funds for Dual Enrollment courses. The 
current legislative session was recessed due to COVID-19 and is scheduled to resume 
business in early June 2020. 

o Residency Eligibility for Tennessee - Lottery, Scholarships and Programs 
o Tennessee SB1580/HB1834 
o Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, deletes the requirement that 

a high school student must be a Tennessee resident for at least one year in order 
to be eligible to receive a dual enrollment grant. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter  
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SB1580​ ACTIONS DATE 

Placed on Senate Education 
Committee calendar for 6/3/2020 

05/27/2020 

Placed on Senate Education Committee 
calendar for 3/16/2020 

03/12/2020 

Rule #83(8) Suspended, to be heard in S. 
Ed. Comm. 3/16/20 

03/12/2020 

Action deferred in Senate Education 
Committee to 3/18/2020 

03/11/2020 

Placed on Senate Education Committee 
calendar for 3/11/2020 

03/04/2020 

Passed on Second Consideration, refer to 
Senate Education Committee 

01/16/2020 

Introduced, Passed on First Consideration  01/14/2020 

Filed for introduction  01/08/2020 

 

HB1834​ ACTIONS DATE 

Taken off notice for cal in s/c Higher 
Education Subcommittee of Education 
Committee 

05/26/2020 

Meeting Canceled  03/17/2020 

Placed on s/c cal Higher Education 
Subcommittee for 3/17/2020 

03/11/2020 

Action Def. in s/c Higher Education 
Subcommittee to Lottery Calendar 

03/10/2020 

Placed on s/c cal Higher Education 
Subcommittee for 3/10/2020 

03/04/2020 

Meeting Canceled. Reset on Higher 
Education Subcommittee cal. for 3/10/20 

03/03/2020 

Placed on s/c cal Higher Education 
Subcommittee for 3/3/2020 

02/26/2020 
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Assigned to s/c Higher Education 
Subcommittee 

01/27/2020 

P2C, ref. to Education  01/27/2020 

Intro., P1C.  01/23/2020 

Filed for introduction  01/22/2020 

 
 
Annual MIC3 National Survey Questions w/Commissioner McLaughlin’s 
Responses Highlighted in Yellow. Submitted on 5/28/2020 
 

1. Value of the Compact 
a. The Compact has ___________________ my states' support for military 

families.  
i. Increased 
ii. Remained the Same 
iii. Diminished 

2. Since the 2018 Mid-Year Survey, my state's knowledge of the Compact has 
a. Increased 
b. Remained the Same 
c. Diminished 
d. Other (please explain below) 

Comments 

The launch of the Purple Star School Award program in our state has generated 
new inquiries about what the Compact does for the military connected children 
in our state. 

3. Value of the Commission 
a. Regarding your state compact implementation and support for you and 

your state council, what is the Commission doing well that should be 
continued? 

Comments 

Contacting us when requests for assistance go directly to MIC3 national. 

4. Value of the Commission 
a. Regarding your state compact implementation and support, how can the 

Commission better support you and your state council? 

Comments 
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Best practices for military families during the COVID-19 era would have been 
extremely helpful to us and our stakeholders.  We did not receive any such tools 
from MIC3 national. 

5. Member State - Needs 
a. What are three challenges or needs in administering the Compact in your 

state?  

Comments 

Compact awareness down to the lowest level in each public school and to each 
service member. 

Funding to facilitate Compact awareness within our state 

6. Member State - Highlights 
a. What are three things your state is doing well in administering the 

Compact? 

Comments 

Launched a new Facebook Page 

Launched the Purple Star School Award program 

Partnerships with DoDEA, SLOs, MCEC, the National Guard, Montgomery County 
Veterans Coalition, MOAA, and our State Council Members. 

7. Member State - Caseload 
a. As a Commissioner, approximately how many Compact cases do you 

encounter annually?  (This information will be used to gauge case levels in 
member states.) 

Comments 

We receive approximately 20 inquiries. About 305 of the inquiries are not 
Compact related. We do our best to provide resources for non-Compact issues. 

8. Training Needs - Frequency 
a. Training on the Compact is conducted in my state ________________. 

i. Annually 
ii. Quarterly 
iii. Bi-Annually 
iv. None of the Above - we do not conduct training in my state 
v. I don’t know 
vi. Other 

Comments 
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Compact information is provided at the newcomers briefs at Fort Campbell 

Compact training is part of the Purple Star School Award Process and always 
available through our state website 

9. Training Needs 
a. Who conducts the Compact training in your state? (Check all that apply) 

i. Commissioner 
ii. Principal 
iii. District Superintendent 
iv. State Department of Education 
v. School Liaison Officer 
vi. We do not conduct training in my state 
vii. I don’t know 
viii. Other - MFEL, SBE Website 

10.Training Needs 
a. What type/format of training is provided/ (Check all that apply) 

i. In-person 
ii. Online 
iii. Video 
iv. Slides 
v. Briefing/Presentation 
vi. Other 

11.Training Needs 
a. If your state does not provide some type of training, how are districts and 

schools informed of their obligations under Compact? 

Comments 

In addition to available training resources we also send information via email to 
all Directors and Superintendents of Schools prior to the start of the new school 
year. 

12.  Communication and Outreach - Compact Awareness 
a. The Commission can help me improve Compact awareness in my state 

by: 
i. Providing Compact training for stakeholders 
ii. Developing additional online training resources (webinars, modules, 

etc.) 
iii. Developing additional resources such as School/Parent 

Guide/Quad-fold Brochures, One-Pagers, and Posters to distribute 
to stakeholders 

iv. Other 
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Comments 

Training needs to be provided as part of professional development for all military 
service members. 

13.  Communication and Outreach 
a. How does your state utilize to disseminate information about the Compact 

to your stakeholders (i.e. schools, military families, etc.) Does your state 
council assist in this effort? 

Comments 

Facebook, SBE Website, emails to all Directors and Superintendents of Schools, 
SLOs, and through our state council members. 

14.  Communication and Outreach - Partnerships 
a. In addition to your state council, what other groups or organizations do 

you work with to administer the Compact in your state?  

Comments 

Partnerships with DoDEA, SLOs, MCEC, the National Guard, Montgomery County 
Veterans Coalition, MOAA, and our State Council Members. 

15.  Communication and Outreach - Resources and Support 
a. How valuable are the following  

1 - Not valuable 
2 - Slightly valuable 
3 - Neutral 
4 - Valuable 
5 - Very valuable 

i. Monthly Commission Chair Message (Leadership Connectivity) 

2 - Slightly Valuable 

ii. Executive Director Update (Reminders/Info for Commissioners Only) 

2 - Slightly Valuable 

iii. Digital Newsletter (News/Info for the public) 

4 - Valuable 

iv. Website 

5 - Very Valuable 
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v. Resources (school/parent guides, brochures, rulebooks) 

4 - Valuable 

vi. Social Media (Facebook/Twitter) 

2 - Slightly Valuable 

Comments 

Updated and new tools are most valuable. As we age as an organization 
we need to come up with new ways to get the word out. 

b. 2020 Annual Business Meeting 
c. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, overall concern for the safety and 

health of members and attendees, and state 'no travel' restrictions, the 
Executive Committee is considering moving the Annual Business Meeting 
(ABM), scheduled for October 1-2, from an ​in-person​ to a ​virtual​ format 
this year.   

d. If the ABM is held in-person in Little Rock, Arkansas, will you be able to 
attend the meeting?  

i. Yes 
ii. No 
iii. Other 

Comments 

The sooner that we are made aware if ABM will be held in person or not is
essential to making travel arrangements. 

16.  2020 Annual Business Meeting 
a. If the ABM is held virtually, will you be able to "attend" the meeting?  

i. Yes 
ii. No 
iii. Other 

Comments 

The sooner that we are made aware if ABM will be held in person or not is 
essential to making travel arrangements. 

 

Submitted by Deanna McLaughlin, Tennessee Commissioner, Military Interstate Children’s 
Compact Commission (MIC3) and the Tennessee State Council on June 1, 2020. 

Deanna M. McLaughlin 
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